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OFFICERS/COMMITTEE/STAFF  
 
Patron   Ray Babington 
 

President  Tony Muller  027 249 8223 
 

Snr Vice President Graeme Bycroft 027 495 5336 
 

Jnr Vice President Julie Ingram  021 150 2351 
 

Club Captain  Jacob Maddren 027 499 9096 
 

Vice Club Captain  Rajen Gosai   06 272 8587 
 
 

Committee:  
 Ralph Gibson (IPP)  06 278 6113  
 John Roberts-Thomson  06 278 4495  
 Steve McKay   027 206 5040 
 Chris Schoen    021 169 9314 
 John Veldthuis  027 243 2019 
 Guy Oakley   027 309 1722 
 John Frew   06 278 7490 
 
Secretary Vikki Lynch 
CFI   Wayne Harrison (NP Aero Club) 

 

Instructor : Hayden Lowe 

HAWERA AERO CLUB  

NEWSLETTER  

I T õS  Y O U R  A T T I T U D E  T H A T  C O U N T S  

February / March / April 2011 

The Supersize Edition !  

Why was EOS Tied Up In West Melton ? 
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80th Anniversary  
Bucket hats  

 
 

$21 each  

www.flyingnz.co.nz 

Whatðs just been! 
 

2011 NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIPS  
February 17th -  20th  

(RNZAC National Flying 

Championships)  

 
WINGS 

INTERNATIONAL  
RUTHERFORD NSW  

21ST & 22ND MARCH  
(NZ vs Australia  (RFACA)

Flying Championships)  

International Fellowship of  
Flying Rotarians (IFFR) -   

Alexandra Fly In 
25thĲ28th March 

 
Turangi Aero Club fly-in 

20th March 
 

Great Central Otago Pinot 

Chase Fly-in 

1stð3rd April 

 
http://www.flyingdates.co.nz  

http://www.flyingnz.co.nz
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Presidents Report 
 

ñWhen once you have tasted flight, you 

will forever walk the earth with your eyes 

turned skyward, for there you have been, 

and there you will always long to return!ò 

 

It has been a great summer for flying and 

many of you had made the most of it.  

Now of course with the end of Daylight 

Savings and shorter days, winter is rapidly 

approaching our door.  Since there has 

been a lot of going onôs at the Aero Club over the last while I will 

bring to your attention the matters of more importance.   

 

Firstly our instructor Hayden Lowe is doing an excellent job with our 

trainee pilots and there has been a steady influx of students starting 

their PPL.  Hayden is also running PPL theory courseôs on Sunday 

nights from 6.00-9.00, and is up to the unit of Meteorology.  Please 

contact myself or Hayden if you are interested in joining in on these.  

Hayden now has his rating in the Tecnam aircraft, and I would just 

like to remind trainee pilots that it is a light aircraft, rated in the 

micro light category and must be handled accordingly.  Handle it like 

your grandmothers china! Thank you Hayden for your time and 

effort with our students, it is greatly appreciated how you are 

promoting the club so strongly. 

 

UNB is currently being painted up at Flight Tech in New Plymouth 

and is two weeks away from being completed.  This has been a large 

investment for the club but it will insure that the aircraft remains an 

excellent training asset for the future.  Flight Tech has aqua blasted 

off old paint, assessed the plane for corrosion, and replaced a non-

repairable section on the leading edge and tail fin. All flight surfaces, 

wings, fuselage etc have been gone over with a fine tooth comb 

which gives me great confidence in the aircrafts structural integrity 

and soundness for the future.   

(Continued on next 2 pages) 
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It will be better than new as its history has proven. The current train-

ing aircraft JDB has been borrowed from P Broadmore and New Ply-

mouth Aero Club to help us out while UNB is out of action.  This is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

On a light hearted note, we had a visit from some very young future 

pilots, the Stratford Rainbow Early Childhood Centre on the 6 April.  

A group of boys and three teachers came full of enthusiasm to learn 

about aero planes and what happens at the Hawera Aero club.  They 

had lots of fun sitting in the aircraft, trying on the headsets, pretend-

ing to be planes up and down the runway!  They thoroughly enjoyed 

their time with us and it was a pleasure to host them. 

 

Over the next few months the committee will be addressing the fol-

lowing matters: 

¶ Renewing the lease of the Airfield 

¶ Repairing the 172 pistons at Ardmore 

¶ Patea Scholarship 

 

Thank you to all our committee members who are working hard to 

ensure our club remains a viable, affordable and well maintained 

Aero Club to fly at.  
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There are currently a few jobs that need doing around the grounds 

and at the administration level, if any of you have a bit of spare time 

please give myself or Graeme Bycroft a phone. 

 

Enjoy the autumn days; it is a great time of the year to be flying! Get 

out there and make the most of it!! 

 

Tony Muller 

Hawera Aero Club President 

Please welcome our newest member to the 

club - 

 

Stu Haynes 

SOCIAL  DRINKS 

Every Friday night 

from 5pm at the Club 

All welcome 



 

Hawera Aero Club :: State Highway 3 :: PO Box 316 :: HAWERA ::  Phone/Fax (06) 278 6301 
secretary@haweraaeroclub.org.nz :: www.haweraaeroclub.org.nz 

6 

Whatðs Coming up! 
 

Classic Fighters ìOmaka  
22nd -  24th April ,Easter weekend  

 

NZAWA Annual Rally  
New Zealand Association of  Women in 

Aviation ìFeilding  
3rd ì6th June, Queens birthday weekend  

 
 

Flying NZ Annual conference - Christchurch  
1st ë2nd July  

 

http://www.flyingdates.co.nz  

ñOne weekend a 

month, MY ASS!ò 
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The latest happenings:  the 

Scott's Trophy was held at 

NPAC on 20th March  

-  our Students came first in 

each competition (spot 

landing & bombing) well  

done, and over all HAC came 

second, you can guess were 

us PPL's came.  
 

We are looking at a flying in 

at Hawera sometime soon 

date TBA hopefully  

in the next few weeks, we 

will send out an email with 

the date once  

confirmed -  all welcome.  
 

The runway lights have been 

repaired a month or  

two back, so night flying is 

available the AWIB is been a 

bit intermittent  

CLUB CAPTAINõS CORNER 

with the wind speed 

and direction this is a 

work in process so keep 

a good  

eye on the windsocks 

for wind direction and 

strength.  

 

Until next newsletter 

safe flying,  

 

Cheers, 
Jacob 
Email: 
Jacob@HaweraNZ.com  
Cell: 027 4999096 
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Great Barrier trip. 
 

I hadnõt been to Great Barrier Island for about 

three years. When I heard that there 
was a fishing competition on over there 
a plan began to form. The Ingramõs 
were keen to fly over there in the 
Cherokee and Graeme Bycroft was 
keen so it was all on. Tad Leach had his 
arm twisted and he decided to come as 
well. We thought that a boat would 
maximise our chances of  catching a 
trophy snapper so I began to ring 
around to find a skipper who could take 
us out. 
 
In true Barrier fashion, helpful folk 

suggested that I try Captain Jack. I eventually 
tracked him down to a bar in Auckland and he 
was pretty drunk and I was concerned that he 

would not be able to remember our 
booking. However I rang him a couple 
of  days later to make sure he had 
remembered. He did remember us and 
he said we would have no trouble 
finding him as he had a maroon and 
grey boat, it would be flying a pirate flag 
and he had only one arm! 
 
The Friday looked a bit dodgy as there 
had been showers of  rain earlier in the 
day but gradually cleared as the day wore 
on. 
 

We took off  at 4.00 pm and soon we 
were making pretty good progress 
with a 20 knot tailwind. We stopped 
for fuel at Thames and pressed on to 
The Barrier. The grass runways were 
closed so there was only the sealed 
runway open with a very stiff  
crosswind. I was glad Graeme was 
flying as I would not have been happy 
landing under those conditions. 
The hire car was waiting for us and we 
returned to the airfield later to pick up  
Julie, Terry and Tad. 
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The next day still had a stiff  souwester but was 
clear and fine. Captain Jack turned out to be a 
real character and soon had us heading to 
Cape Barrier to where the hungry fish would 

be waiting. 
 
Well that spot turned out to be a bit of  a 
disappointment despite plenty of  burley going 
over the side. We moved to a different spot 
with the same results. 
 
With only about an hour of  our charter left to 
run Captain Jack took us to a spot in Tryphena 
harbour and tried drifting. At last we were 
onto some fish. Nothing big, but 
in an hour we caught 14 between 
us which saved the day. We went 
to the weigh in and saw some truly 
impressive fish. As I was the only 
one registered for the competition 
I weighed my biggest fish which 
pulled the scales down to 0.93kg. 
Only a tenth of  the weight of  the 
prize winning fish. 
 
We had fresh fish for dinner that 
night and went to see the 
fireworks display at the Sports 

Club at Claris. Again in true Gt Barrier fashion 
the rope barrier was only about 10 metres 
away from where the fireworks were being let 
off. Periodically there were misfires with 
fireworks going off  among the spectators!. 

The next morning we climbed to the 
top of  the gold and silver mine hill 
and enjoyed the views over Claris and 
the airfield. 
 
 Graeme and I took off  after lunch in 
brilliant sunshine and circumnavigated 
the Island. We then flew down over 
the eastern Coromandel taking in Ha 
Hei and Hot Water Beach where we 
could see dolphins in the surf  playing 
with those enjoying the hot water 
pools. 
 
We refuelled at Thames and flew over 

Lake Karapiro in time to see the rowing eights 
final. A short break in Te Kuiti to stretch our 
legs before the final leg home. 
A very memorable trip 
 
Guy Oakley 
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 Results - NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS  
WEST MELTON AIRFIELD  
Date 17-18 February 2011  

 

  

EVENT  CONTEST  FIRST  
NAME(s)  
CLUB  

SECOND  
NAME(s)  
CLUB  

THIRD  
NAME(s)  
CLUB  

Aero Engine 
Services Trophy  

Basic Aerobat-
ics  

Peter King  
CANTERBURY  
Daryl Birchler  
AUCKLAND  

Mike Holmes  
WAIKATO  

 

Airways Corpo-
ration Trophy  

Flight Manoeu-
vres  

Daniel Firth  
TAURANGA  

Kevin Gough  
CANTERBURY  

James Phillips  
AUCKLAND  

D M Allan  Intermediate 
Aerobatics  

Wayne Ormrod  
AUCKLAND  

  

Cory-Wright 
Cup  

Primary Aero-
batics  

Haami Williams  
KAPITI  

Grant Hopewell  
CANTERBURY  

 

G M Spence 
Trophy  

Forced Land-
ings  

John Brunskill  
TAURANGA  

Bruce Gordon  
WANGANUI  

Richard Small  
WAIKATO  

Ivon Warming-
ton Trophy  

Liferaft dropping  
(name of pilot & 
despatcher)  

Wayne Sum-
merfield  
Steve Noad  
CANTERBURY  

Stephen Shep-
herd  
Graeme Camp-
bell  
HAWKES BAY  

Graeme Bycroft  
Julie Ingram  
HAWERA  
Ray Niles  
Tony Page  
STH CANTER-
BURY  

Jean Batten 
Trophy  

Precision Cir-
cuits & Landing 
+ Preflight  

Stuart Larson  
CANTERBURY  

Alex Matheson  
NORTH 
SHORE  

Sonny Soper  
HAWKES BAY  

Bledisloe Tro-
phy  

Navigation ï 
Under 150 
hours total flying 
time  

Stuart Larson  
CANTERBURY  

Deena 
Hellescoe  
NORTH 
SHORE  

Lance Lones  
WELLINGTON  

New Zealand 
Herald Chal-
lenge Trophy  

Navigation - 
Over 150 hours 
total flying time  

Tony Page  
STH CANTER-
BURY  

Steven Perreau  
NORTH 
SHORE  

Phillip Dunn  
WAIKATO  

Newman Cup  Precision Cir-
cuits & Land-
ings - Women  

Debbie Williams  
CANTERBURY  

Trish Stephens  
TAURANGA  

Ros Bruce  
WAIRARAPA 
RUAHINE  
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EVENT  CONTEST  FIRST  
NAME(s)  
CLUB  

SECOND  
NAME(s)  
CLUB  

THIRD  
NAME(s)  
CLUB  

 

  

http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/pdfs/results/Nationals_results_2011.pdf 

Rotorua Trophy  Bombing  Graeme Camp-
bell  
HAWKES BAY  

Ray Niles  
STH CANTER-
BURY  

Geoff van Asch  
MARLBOR-
OUGH  

Sir Francis Boys 
Cup  

Precision Cir-
cuits & Landings  

Wayne Jenner  
TAURANGA  

Sue Grundy  
CANTERBURY  

Jim Fraser  
AUCKLAND  

Graham David-
son Formation 
Pairs  

Two Aircraft 
Formation Fly-
ing  

HAWKES BAY  MID CANTER-
BURY  

NORTH SHORE  

W A Morrison 
Trophy  

Formation Fly-
ing  

TAURANGA  CANTERBURY   

Waitemata Aero 
Club Cup  

Sportsman 
Aerobatics  

Paul ONeill  
CANTERBURY  

Jeff Hunter  
WAIKATO  

 

Wanganui Tro-
phy  

Low Flying 
(CPL)  

Paul Drake  
CANTERBURY  

John Carter  
WAITOMO  

Jason Woodger  
AUCKLAND  
Sharn Davies  
STH CANTER-
BURY  

CAA Trophy  Defect  Stephen Shep-
herd  
HAWKES BAY  

  

North Shore 
Trophy  

CANTERBURY  TAURANGA  HAWKES BAY   

Airwork Cup  Low Flying 
(PPL)  

Michael Wilson  
MID CANTER-
BURY  

Clem Powell  
HAWKES BAY  
Ike Stephens  
TAURANGA  

 

Wildcard Sir 
Francis Boys  
Wildcard G M 
Spence  

Jim Fraser  
AUCKLAND  
John Brunskill  
TAURANGA  
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Wigram Chal-
lenge Cup  

Non Instrument 
Circuits  

Alistair Morrow  
CANTERBURY  

Matthew Mat-
thews  
NEW PLY-
MOUTH  

Tony Page  
SOUTH CAN-
TERBURY  

Wigram Chal-
lenge Cup  

Instrument Flying  Dion Carley  
NEW PLY-
MOUTH  

Steve Noad  
CANTERBURY  
Frans Krause  
HAWKES BAY  

 

Wigram Chal-
lenge Cup  

Senior Landing  Alan Beard  
CANTERBURY  

Steven Perreau  
NORTH SHORE  

Mads Slivsgaard  
HAWKES BAY  

Wigram Chal-
lenge Cup  

Junior Landing  Rob McGregor  
CANTERBURY  

Sonny Soper  
HAWKES BAY  

Richard Sey-
mour-Wright  
NORTH SHORE  

Wigram Chal-
lenge Cup  

CANTERBURY  NEW PLY-
MOUTH  

HAWKES BAY   

WIGRAM CHALLENGE CUP  

Congratulations to all the competitors 
and supporters. 
 
The local clubs placed well 
Bruce Gordon, WANGANUI  
Matthew Matthews, NEW PLYMOUTH  
Dion Carley, NEW PLYMOUTH  
 

But our club heroes were !  
Graeme Bycroft & Julie Ingram, HAWERA  
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An assortment of formation flying pictures 

From the  

West Melton National Flying  

championships 

C
o
n
ce

n
tra

tio
n 

Precision  

C
om

m
unic

atio
n 
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RNZAC National Flying Championships  

Q West Melton Christchurch 
 

A large number of aircraft from aero clubs around New Zealand de-

scended on Canterbury aero club's West Melton airfield to socialize 

and compete (maybe the other way round) in the RNZAC national 

flying championships.  

 

Competitors se-

lected from each 

of the 5 regional 

competitions 

along with their 

outstanding and 

dedicated sup-

porters, arrived as early as Monday (North Shore) for the Thursday, 

17th February start date. Most arrived on Wednesday lunchtime for 

the wild card entry com-

petition in the afternoon. 

 

Only the winner of the 

two wild card competi-

tions' would get to com-

pete in the actual cup 

competition. This tightly 

fought battle attracted 25 

competitors, but only two 

went through to the next 

day.  

 

An early start on Thursday morning was the beginning of a well exe-

cuted event. The competitors briefing was followed by the allocation 

of judges and the competition schedule. Our life raft dropping expert 

almost put a spanner in the works, when finding out who the air 

judge was going to be, exclaimed without realising the air judge in 

question was standing right behind them! 
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Luckily there was no hard feelings come the next day (Friday), and 

our dynamic duo of life raft dropping, Graeme Bycroft (pilot) and 

Julie Ingram (load control), gave it there all and finished a creditable 

3rd equal. 

 

Thursdayôs programme in the af-

ternoon, I missed the morning 

session, consisted of formation 

flying and then the impressive 

aerobatics  competition.  Friday 

was the rest of the competitions, 

circuits and navigation through morning and early afternoon. Then 

all the bombing competitions. 

There was also an open compe-

tition on pre flight checks for a 

piper tomahawk, with some 

novel and unknown faults dis-

covered by some contestants. 

 

The weather through the week 

had been fantastic, and Thurs-

day was sunny but a cool wind 

kept the tents empty and the 

coffee van in brisk business. 

Friday was warmer and slightly 

cloudy. Unfortunately the 

cloud packed in on Saturday and the optional air safari was can-

celled.  

 

A gathering such as this also 

helps pilots reconnect with 

friends from other aero clubs 

and make many new friends 

as well. Guy Oakley trav-

elled down in support and 

enjoyed some of the hospi-

tality that was on offer. 


