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Upcoming Events !
Bridge Pa Tail Dragger 2011September 17th - 18th
STOL - bush class/ heavy class
Jail bar bombing
Wild Food Lunch
Spot prizes
Mark the weekend in your diary. A load of fun.
Main competition day for those keen is Saturday 
with Sunday as reserve. Wild food lunch on 
Saturday. Informal dinner out at a local on 
Saturday night.
For more information contact Stephanie Eilers 
021769963 or
Bruce Govenlock 021769913 or email 
stephanie@stm.net.nz

Opotiki Flyboys Spring Fy-In
Opotiki 1-2 October

http://www.flyingdates.co.nz
& NZ Aviation News



Club Captain's 
Corner



Basic flying skills competition
End of the month

Register your interest with Hayden
Interesting and fun 

for both spectators and competitors
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iPad Flight Manuals Coming to a Paperless Cockpit Near You
By Rebecca Boyle Copyright © 2009 Popular Science

Despite using advanced technology that lets planes practically fly 
themselves, airline pilots are still bogged down by a lingering 20th-
century artifact: Paper. Now at least one commercial airline is 
adopting cockpit iPads, after the FAA approved their use earlier this 
year.

By the middle of this month, all Alaska Airlines pilots will receive 
iPads with the GoodReader PDF app, containing PDF files of all 
their flight manuals and reference material. If all goes well, the iPads 
could eventually replace pilots’ Jeppesen navigational charts, too. The 
company must prove to the FAA that the pilots are proficient with 
the tablet-based manuals; until then, they’ll be carrying their flight 
bags along with their new gadgets, according to the pilots’ union.

Tablets and laptops have been used in the cockpit for some time, and 
Alaska has reportedly tried out Kindles, Sony e-readers and netbooks 
in the search for a lightweight information-management system, 
according to Wired. But nothing stood out until the iPad came along, 
Alaska says.

Executive Jet Management, a charter company, became the first to 
use the tablets in cockpits earlier this year and used them to replace 
navigational charts.

For now, pilots don’t get any special iPad privileges, as PC World 
notes. They’re Class 1 electronic devices, which means the FAA 
requires them to be stowed during takeoff and landing — even in the 
cockpit. But if the iPad is the only way to access flight manuals, this 
would have to change. Alaska wants to integrate the tablets into the 
cockpit and classify them as a Class 2 device, used for critical flight 



procedures, as Wired reports. The FAA will have to test how the 
devices interfere with other electronics in the cockpit, and that 
process is ongoing, Wired says.

Beyond that, airlines will have to work out procedures to be sure the 
gadgets don’t become a distraction. Remember those Northwest 
pilots who overshot their runway by 150 miles because they were 
distracted by their laptops? Let’s hope no one misses a flight 
connection because of a particularly engrossing game of Angry Birds.

Useful websites and software applications
www.flycalc.co.nz
A website with most New Zealand Aerodromes and locations, very 
helpful to check your manually calculated flight plan with.

www.thirtythousandfeet.com  Also has software links.

The recent tablet computer developments, ipad and android based 
tablets, have started the process of paperless cockpits. They don't 
have readily available software to make the most of the GPS chips 
they contain. Prices will fall and functionality will increase. A 10 
inch screen is easier to use than a phone screen and almost A4 in size. 



The Paperless Cockpit
By KATE MURPHY The New York Times
What is in those bulky, black flight bags that pilots carry into the 
cockpit? It is not a change of clothes but reams of reference material 
needed for the flight — about 40 pounds of it. There are the aircraft’s 
operating manual, safety checklists, logbooks for entering airplane 
performance data, navigation charts, weather information, airport 
diagrams and maybe a book of KenKen puzzles thrown in for good 
measure.

But instead of carrying all that paperwork, a growing number of pilots 
are carrying a 1.5 pound iPad.

The Federal Aviation Administration has authorized a handful of 
commercial and charter carriers to use the tablet computer as a so-
called electronic flight bag. Private pilots, too, are now carrying iPads, 
which support hundreds of general aviation apps that simplify 
preflight planning and assist with in-flight operations.

“The iPad allows pilots to quickly and nimbly access information,” 
said Jim Freeman, a pilot and director of flight standards at Alaska 
Airlines, which has given iPads to all its pilots. “When you need to a 
make a decision in the cockpit, three to four minutes fumbling with 
paper is an eternity.”

Alaska Airlines received F.A.A. approval in May to permit its pilots to 
consult digital flight, systems and performance manuals on the iPad — 
cutting about 25 pounds of paper from each flight bag. The e-
manuals include hyperlinks and color graphics to help pilots find 
information quickly and easily. And pilots do not have to go through 
the tedium of updating the manuals by swapping out old pages with 
new ones because updates are downloaded automatically.



In the next phase of what Alaska Airlines calls Operation Bye, Bye, 
Flight Bag, the carrier plans to petition the F.A.A. to use the iPad to 
read aeronautical charts, saving another five pounds of paper per pilot. 
Counting both the pilot and co-pilot, that would remove 60 pounds 
of paper from the cockpit — a significant savings not only in paper 
and printing costs but also in fuel because planes are that much lighter.

Because Apple’s tablet computer weighs less and is more compact 
than a laptop and its touch screen easier to manipulate, its 
introduction in 2010 made the move away from paper in the cockpit 
easier.

Switching to the iPad is also expected to reduce health care costs and 
absenteeism from shoulder and back injuries associated with hoisting 
heavy flight bags, said David Clark, pilot and manager of the 
connected aircraft program at American Airlines. “Cockpits are small, 
and lifting that thing up and over your seat causes damage, 
particularly when you consider a lot of pilots are over 40.”

American Airlines won F.A.A. approval last month for its pilots to use 
the iPad to read aeronautical charts. American received authorization 
last year to use the device instead of paper reference manuals. 
Executive Jet Management, a NetJets company owned by Berkshire 
Hathaway, received the F.A.A.’s permission in February for its pilots 
to read aeronautical charts on iPads.

Moreover, the F.A.A. said pilots at the two airlines would not have to 
shut off and store their iPads during taxiing, takeoff and landing 
because they had demonstrated that the devices would not impair the 
functioning of onboard electronics. Alaska Airlines pilots, like 
passengers, still have to put their iPads away during those critical 
phases of the flight.

“Each airline must submit a unique proposal on how they want to use 



the iPad and prove that both the device and software application are 
safe and effective for that proposed use,” said John W. McGraw, the 
F.A.A.’s deputy director of flight standards. Executive Jet 
Management, for example, had 55 pilots test the iPad on 10 types of 
aircraft to prove that it was reliable and that it would not interfere 
with flight instruments. The iPad was also subjected to rapid 
decompression at a simulated altitude of 51,000 feet.

Private and corporate pilots, however, do not have to go through the 
same approval process. According to F.A.A. regulations, they are 
responsible for determining what technologies are safe and 
appropriate for use in the cockpit. As a result, iPads are quickly 
becoming essential tools in planes ranging from Gulf Stream G650s to 
Piper Vagabonds. 

“I don’t remember a time when one product seemed to get so much 
buzz and acceptance,” said Ian Twombly, spokesman for the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association. “Many pilots approach new toys with 
skepticism, and the iPad seems to be almost universally appreciated as 
a cockpit device.” 

There are now more than 250 aviation apps for the iPad, and one 
called ForeFlight is among the top grossing apps listed on iTunes. Its 
closest competitors are WingX, Jeppesen Mobile TC and Garmin 
My-Cast. Jeppesen is a subsidiary of Boeing, and Garmin is a leading 
manufacturer of global positioning and aviation electronic, or avionic, 
systems.

“The iPad apps can provide additional information and are often 
easier to use than avionics technologies installed in airplanes,” said 
Mark Erickson, a corporate pilot who flies a Gulfstream G450 and 
Falcon 2000 for a company based in St. Louis.

ForeFlight, for instance, helps pilots devise and file flight plans, as well 
as provides maps, aeronautical charts, F.A.A. advisories, airport 



information and weather. If an iPad is equipped with 3G technology, 
it may even track a plane’s progress en route. The apps are usually 
free, but subscriptions to the data that makes them useful are $75 to 
$100 a year.

Jack Long, a technology entrepreneur in Austin, Tex., said he bought 
two iPads in December to use in his Pilatus PC-12, which he flies for 
business and pleasure. One iPad is for backup in case the other one 
fails. “I didn’t ease into using the iPad,” said Mr. Long, who has been 
a pilot for more than 30 years. “I jumped.”

His motivation was to save on subscriptions to paper maps and charts, 
which had cost him $1,414 a year. He now gets the same maps and 
charts digitally delivered to his two iPads for $150 a year. His iPads 
are also loaded with digital versions of all his aircraft, equipment and 
operating manuals as well as a complete copy of F.A.A. rules and 
regulations.

“I never pull out paper anymore,” Mr. Long said. “It’s about safety as 
much as convenience. I can get at information immediately to make 
critical decisions.”

Likewise, Alton Brown, a Food Network host and a private pilot, 
said his iPad had become standard equipment when he flies in either 
of his two airplanes — a Cessna 206 and a Cessna 414 — to book 
signings and locations where he is filming. “It’s especially helpful 
when you get rerouted” because of storms and such, he said.

Using an aviation app and information stored on his iPad, he can 
search for alternate routes, look up various airports’ approach 
procedures and tower radio frequencies and even compare fuel prices.

“Anything that makes me more alert, responsible and allows me to 
stay more focused on actually flying the plane is a good thing,” Mr. 
Brown said. 



Flying NZ (RNZAC) AGM 
and 
Conference Report July 2011
Hi everyone, just a brief summary of events from the weekend.
Some 60 delegates representing Club’s from through out the Country 
arrived in Wellington on Friday and Saturday to attend FNZ’s AGM 
and Conference. I think everyone enjoyed the new format of a one 
day event.

Wayne Matheson stepped down from the President’s position and 
John Brunskill has taken over.

The new Vice President is Richard Small from Waikato and Kevin 
Lloyd remains the Cook Area Rep.

The new subscription fee proposed by FNZ of 30.00 + GST was 
accepted by the meeting and should be charged to all members of 
your Club’s who have “Voting Rights”.

The financial report and budget was presented and losses from the 
past few years have been addressed by the Exec and forecast a break 
even 2012 result.

The Director of CAA addressed the meeting. Topics covered 
included their SMS or safety management systems and how they are 
using information gained through these systems to make flying safer. 
He also talked about the intended withdrawl of Met Flight which 
appears maybe not done and dusted at this point and he also touched 
on their intention to re visit Flight Training rules and reguirements.

Richard Small gave a presentation on the Club’s dealings with 
Airways and CAA regarding Airspace and charges issues at HN and 



Rob George from AK Aero Club talked about his recent experiences 
of flying in the USA.

Communication,

This subject was discussed at length and given that FNZ has around 
3000 members it is important that all members are kept informed 
about what is happening in the aviation world and how FNZ is 
involved in representing its member Club’s.It is also important that 
Club’s in each Region pass on activities and info with regard to 
membership flying hours or any ideas or initiatives that may benefit all 
FNZ Club’s, and then can be included in FNZ Exec meeting agendas.

Membership Cards;

Some club’s have not yet sent in their membership details so the new 
cards can be issued.

Activities:

If your Club is having an event ,Fly-in etc in the near future I would 
like to know so it can be circulated to other club’s in the Area.

I would also like to be updated of any changes in Club execs 
following your AGM’s.

Cheers for now,
Kevin Vile 
Central Area Rep.
  



Official Websites and Aviation Associations
www.ifis.airways.co.nz/
IFIS - Internet Flight Information Service 
-Publications -Planning Info -Area Pre-Flight Briefing -Specific 
Pre-Flight Briefing -Flight Plans -NOTAM Issue -GPS RAIM 

www.metflight.metra.co.nz
General Aviation Weather Briefing System (MetFlight GA)
The HAC committee is working on the subscription issue along with 
the RNZAC.

www.caa.govt.nz
Civil Aviation Authority of New Zealand
The people who set the rules we fly by.

www.rnzac.org.nz    www.flyingnz.co.nz
Royal New Zealand Aero Club  aka Flying NZ
It is the umbrella organisation for most Aero Clubs in New Zealand 
and consists of an Executive body elected from member clubs 
throught New Zealand. 

www.saa.org.nz
Sport Aircraft Association NZ
Although our prime focus is on the support of the builder we are also 
dedicated to ensuring that Sport Flying has its rightful place in New 
Zealand.

www.nzawa.org.nz
New Zealand Association of Women in Aviation
An enthusiastic group that aims to foster friendship amongst women 
interested in aviation.  
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