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NEW SEALED RUNWAY AT OKIWI STATION, 

GREAT BARRIER ISLAND 
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Social Drinks 

Every Friday night  

Hi all, 
Great to be back after five and half weeks on 
holiday in Canada and Alaska. There were 
many WOW factors and one of the highlight 
was an adventure flight in a Beaver Float 
plane. Flying around mountains and landing 
on a remote land. 
 
The Beaver was operated by “Taquan 
Air”(sounded like tack one air), based in a 
town called Ketchikan, Alaska. They had a 
fleet of them. Not too sure how many. 
For the members who interested here is 
some information on this very remarkable 
aircraft. 
 
The de Havilland (DH-2) Beaver was 
Canadian built, first flown in August 1947 
and 1,657 were made up to1967. Can carry 
up to 6 passengers and powered by a nine 
cylinder Pratt and Witney radial engine and 
produces 450 horse power. A number were 
imported into NZ for aerial topdressing 
during the 1950-60s. A RNZAF Beaver 
supported Sir Edmund Hillary’s expedition to 
the South Pole during 1958. 
 
Now back on the home front. 
Taxiing of Aircraft. 
I have noticed some members while taxiing 
to the holding point they are not carrying out 
basic taxi checks. Of course check the brakes 
and it is a good idea while moving, turn left 
and right to ensure that you have full travel 
of the rudder and nose wheel steerage. At 
the same time check the flight instruments 
to ensure that they are functioning correctly, 
ie. the turn coordinator is indicating a turn in 
the direction you are turning and the balance 
ball is moving the opposite direction. Check 
the DI and the compass that they are 
indicating a change in direction and the AH is 

not indicating an angle of bank 
greater than 5 degrees. 
Also it is a good idea to taxi with the control 
fully back to keep the weight off the nose 
wheel especially while taxiing over soft and 
undulating grass. This is to avoid a prop 
strike with the ground. 
 
Young Eagles Coordinator 
Recently I received an email from Karen of 
FlyingNZ. Karen had a request from a young 
person who was an Young Eagle in 
Invercargill and now lives in Taranaki. Karen 
was wondering if Hawera Aero Club had the 
resources to start up a Young Eagles group 
within the club. 
 
What do you think? 
Is there a member who would be interested 
to be Hawera Aero Club’s Young Eagles 
Coordinator? 
 
There is definitely young people in the 
community who are very keen and eager to 
become a Young Eagle. 
The Coordinator will receive assistants from 
national level and from Tony Muller and 
myself whenever possible. Time involved is 
only about 3 hours one Sunday a month. 
 
If a member would like to be involve please 
con tact myself or Tony. 
 
Happy Flying. 
Wayne. 

FLY SMART 

 

                                                         

FLY SAFE 

CFI Patter 

www.flyingnz.co.nz 
 

See our Newsletter online 

on FlyingNZ website. 

www.facebook.com/ Hawer aAeroClub 
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What’s Coming up? 

 
Regulars: 
Every Saturday Dargaville Aero Club invites 
pilots to Lunch at club. 
 
 
Third Sunday of every month  everyone is 
welcomed to BBQ lunch at Turangi Aero Club 

 
 

September 6 
Annual Bridge Pa TailDragger Day 

Hastings 
 
 

October 10-19 
Masters Games 

Timaru 
 
 

October 18-19 
Tiger Moth Spring Fly-In 

Taumarunui 
 
 

November 22 
50th Anniversary 

North Shore Aero Club 
 
 

December 20 
Fly-In and Transport Display 

Hokitika Airport 
 
 

January 16-18 
Wings Over Wairarapa 2015 
Hood Aerodrome, Masterton 

 
 

January 24-26 
Great Northern Race 

North Shore Aero Club 
 

 
January 31 

Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot Champs 
Omaka Aerodrome 

 Dual Solo 
Non 

Revenue 
Total 

UNB/JDB 37.2 3.5 3.7 44.4 

EOS 4.7 12.7 1.5 18.9 

LJW 1.8 4.9 0 6.7 

TOTAL 43.7 21.1 5.2 70.0 

HAWERA AERO CLUB FLYING HOURS 

���� 

 

April 2014 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
May 2014 

 
June 2014 

 

July 2014 

                                                         

 Dual Solo 
Non 

Revenue 
Total 

UNB 23.5 11.0 0 34.5 

EOS 1.1 18.7 0 19.8 

LJW 3.1 1.6 1.0 5.7 

TOTAL 27.7 31.3 1.0 60.0 

For more information on any dates 
www.flyingdates.co.nz 

or Aviation News and Kiwi Flyer 

 Dual Solo 
Non 

Revenue 
Total 

UNB 37.1 14.4 1.4 52.9 

EOS 2.9 18.3 1.3 22.5 

LJW 2.0 5.2 0 7.2 

TOTAL 42.0 37.9 2.7 82.6 

 Dual Solo 
Non 

Revenue 
Total 

UNB 23.7 13.7 1.1 38.5 

EOS 4.3 3.3 0 7.6 

LJW 0.5 8.0 0 8.5 

TOTAL 28.5 25.0 1.1 54.6 
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Hello again from Parafield 
 
Well it’s great to see the progress of the 
clubrooms and the improvements will be a 
great asset to the club and all those who 
use it. 
 
This month I’ll give you an insight into the 
training similarities...and differences to 
flight training here compared to NZ flight 
training. At the end of the day, flight 
training is flight training...it’s all the same, 
but different! 
 
In a couple of sentences, and in the most 
negative, in NZ your biggest threat is being 
driven low by weather, hitting something 
very hard and instantly life is no more. 
Here  
its more like getting lost due featureless 
terrain, landing safely with fuel exhaustion 
and life expiring slowly and painfully with 
heat and flies! 
 
Not really!!! But the above highlights the 
reason why the flight training is different 
here, there is a much greater teaching in 
the emphasis of nav aids, even in VFR 
flying. 
 
The first difference for students in flight 
training here is that before they solo, they 
must have applied for, and received a 
student pilot licence (paperwork), received 

their medical, passed an approved CASA 
(Aus equivalent of CAA) law exam, had an 
array of competencies signed off in their 
practical training by an instructor at least 
twice and at least applied for an ASIC card, 
(a security card). 
 
The reporting of students is very intensive, 
as required by CASA, and at the end of each 
lesson, a number of competencies must be 
signed off to having achieved a certain level, 
or not. 
 
A number of requirements in training are 
different to NZ, one being that students are 
only required to do 2 hrs solo circuits before 
moving on. 
 
Practical training must progress hand in 
hand with theory also, for example students 
must sit, and pass, their PPL theory exam 
AFTER their first dual cross country, but 
BEFORE they do their first solo cross 
country. The PPL exam is all one 3 1⁄2 hour 
exam, all subjects together. 
 
The Australian law is quite different to NZ 
(and have many variances to ICAO) in some 
aspects, and this is due to the character of 
the VFR flying here. Just one example of this 
is the VFR met minima in G class airspace is 
5km Vis, 1000ft vertical separation from 

Look at the Ground Speed 

Look at wind indicator! 
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cloud, and 1.5km horizontal separation. 
Spot the difference? 
 
One again, this was a huge learning curve 
for me, as being employed as a senior 
instructor I was expected of course to know 
the law to teach it. Many hours were spent 
scrolling through CAR’s and REG’s finding 
out what was the same....and what was 
different and relearning some. (I would 
suggest about 20% is different to ours!) 
 
Some of the cross countries here are very 
long, (so students experience remote area 
navigation), one of which includes a 5hr 
flight to a place called Coober Pedy, (an opal 
mining town in the middle of nowhere), and 
returning back the next day via a different 
route. Another involves flying into 
Melbourne, Morrabbin and Essonden 
airfields...all within Melbourne city which is a 
huge experience, pre PPL. Google the 
airfield layouts and you will see why they 
are a little nervous before they leave! 
 
Well I wont spend too much time on the 
boring stuff, next time Ill give you an insite 
into some of the actual flying experiences 
and even how flight schools make money!  

 
‘Till then, 
 
Craig 

Opal Mines at Coober Pedy 

One of the roads in the outback land, not a 

lot to navigate by!! 
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Wow, I’ve missed a few of my newsletter 
deadlines, my last Club Captain corner 
opened with the sentence talking about 
approaching winter and now it’s spring. 
Sorry people. We’ve had a very busy winter 
with many Fly In’s having good if not great 
weather and it would a crime not to tke 
advantage of the weather and the promise 
of breakfast. We attended Waipukurau, 
Feilding, Dannevirke and Hastings. With 
Hawera bringing home some prizes. 
 

We have hosted many BBQ’s on our new 
deck since it was completed and have had 
some good turn outs. 
 

In May some of the members went for the 
weekend to Great Barrier, they inspected 
and landed on the very recently reopened 
Okiwi Station airfield in the north of the 
Island. The field had been closed for many 
months as they have just finished sealing it. 
Okiwi is now an all weather airport, whereas 
before it could be closed over the wet 
months due to its undulating and dangerous 
surface. They also enjoyed some of The 
Barriers hospitality before making a few 
stops of the way home. 
 

We also flew to Turangi in May for their last 
lunch Fly of the 2013/2014 summer, it was 
an focus on RV aircraft and there was a 
good turn out and a great lunch. Turangi is 
a good short flight for someone wanting to 
do some cross countries somewhere scenic 
and close. The lunches will resume again 
soon. 
 

You may have seen our aircraft over town in 
a loose formation, sometimes we can get 
three involved, its always good to let the 
town know that there is a active airfield 
nearby, they may even get the urge to learn 
to fly. 
 

August the 17th Hawera hosted its third 
annual Dawn Fly In. The weather in the lead 
up was average to say the least, but the day 
before, forecast good weather and we 
started getting many more pilots ringing and 
emailing to let us know they were planning 
on attending. Wow, we might even get more 
aircraft than 2013, when we were impressed 
with our turn out of 35 aircraft. We did our 
supermarket shopping and thought we had 
brought a lot of supplies. Down at the club 

early on the Sunday 
morning to light the fire 
and set up the urn for the 
hot drinks and it wasn’t 
long before our very 
faithful club members 
started arriving asking for 
jobs and soon after that the airwaves 
starting rattling, we were ready...or were 
we? Our first arrival was COP from Ohakea 
and from then onwards there was a constant 
arrival of planes. We had Guy Oakley racing 
back the supermarket at least twice to get 
further supplies. Still the planes kept 
coming. At 9.15am John Luff in his De 
Havilland Venom arrived and when he did 
his first fly past we realised that it wouldn’t 
matter how big we made our doors, they 
weren’t big enough for the people rushing 
out to see the jet burning up to 70 litres a 
minute! John put on a memorable display 
and as one visitor said, will be hard to beat. 
After John returned the venom to its 
Wanganui hangar he returned to Hawera in 
his Glasair aircraft, now that’s dedication. 
We had the formalities to get underway with 
the South Taranaki Mayor Ross Dunlop came 
to official open our deck and lay our time 
capsule. We also had to give the wine to the 
furthest travelled, first arrival and spot 
landing. There was also a box of chocolates 
for the two aircraft from the South Island, 
ZK-MIT from Takaka and ZK-REX from 
Blenheim.  
The final tally of aircraft that came to our 
dawn fly in was 73 (unless we missed some) 
and they arrived from over a large part of 
the North Island but with the most from 
Feilding with at least 13 aircraft based there. 
We had Tauranga and Whakatane arrive but 
the furthest distance was from Ardmore. 
 

I would like to thank everyone for coming to 
Hawera for the Fly In and hope to see you 
next year. Mostly I would like to thank our 
members for helping with the day, you were 
all needed and did a great job of feeding 
people, parking planes marking the spot and 
all the other jobs. THANK YOU ALL!! 
 
Julie Ingram 
ja.ingram@gmail.com 
021 150 2351 

CLUB CAPTAIN’S CORNER 



 

Hawera Aero Club Incorporation 7 

The 1949 

Mt Egmont makes a good backdrop 

Mayor Ross Dunlop placing our 

Time Capsule 

Our South Island Visitors getting prizes 

Photo’s from our Fly In on August 17th 2014 

Courtney Single’s aerial photograph 
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OFFICERS/COMMITTEE/STAFF 
 
Patron ........John Roberts-Thompson CFI........................ Wayne Harrison President.................. Tony Muller  
 
Snr Vice President.....Graeme Bycroft Jnr Vice President.. Jim McKay Club Captain ............. Julie Ingram  
 
Vice Club Captain .....Jacob Maddren  
 
Committee ..Ralph Gibson  John Veldthuis     Steve McKay 
 
 John Frew  Guy Oakley      Dave Hjorring 
 
 Jim Single    

 

Email: secretary@haweraaeroclub.org.nz 
  
Website: www.haweraaeroclub.org.nz 
 

OFFICE HOURS TUES & THURS 11AM-3PM 
 

PH: 06 278 6301 

FAX: 06 278 6301 
 

STATE HIGHWAY 3 

PO BOX 316 

HAWERA 


